
July 31, 2024
Informational webinar

Scaling Private Sector Solutions to Tackle the Gender 
Digital Divide

Technical Assistance Round 



Application window now 
open (until Sep 12):

Technical 
assistance round

For: 

Private sector enterprises 
(>249 employees)

Type of support: 

Tailored technical 
assistance only



What is the Women in the 
Digital Economy Fund (WiDEF)?

WiDEF accelerates progress to close the gender digital 
divide by scaling evidence-based, proven solutions.

This is a groundbreaking USD $60 million fund whose 
founding partners are USAID and the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation. It is managed by CARE, The Global 
Digital Inclusion Partnership (GDIP), and the GSMA 
Foundation.



Access and 
affordability

Key priority areas

Literacy
 and skills

Safety 
and security

Generating data 
and insights

Relevant products 
and tools

All solutions must address two of the key priority areas, plus generate data and insights 



What we offer

…and what we don’t:

Grant funding

Building new 
software/system/product

Support for ongoing business-
as-usual activities

Implementation on your 
behalf

A spotlight on your work

Tailored technical support from experts worth 
between $50K-150K USD

Data, insights, and expertise on the gender digital divide

Learning exchange opportunities with other WiDEF 
Accelerator awardees



Technical assistance 
opportunity for solutions that:

Drive digital inclusion for women through 
meaningful access to and use of 
digital​ technology, particularly smartphones 
and the internet.

Significantly close the gender digital divide in 
their context.

Are commercially sustainable and scalable.



Eligibility criteria

• Large enterprise (> 249 employees)

• Proven digital inclusion solutions

• Addresses at least two of the four WiDEF priority 
areas

• Commercially sustainable and scalable solution

• Commitment to gender equality and underserved 
inclusion

• Local presence or partnerships to deliver the 
solution

• Projects delivered in countries where USAID 
operates (with some exceptions)



• Governments, government-owned agencies 
(or appointed government agencies)

• UN Agencies and multilateral organizations 

• Non-profits/NGOs

• Enterprises with fewer than 250 employees 
(MSMEs) 

• Universities or academic organizations

Who is ineligible? 



Examples of technical assistance
(this is a non-exhaustive l ist)

Research 

• Understand the barriers and needs of underserved segments of 
women to inform actions to improve product and services offering 

User testing / design sprints 

• Enhance design of specific products, approaches or services to 
ensure they better meet the needs of underserved women 

Product adaptation / iteration 

• Analysis of service usage data, user feedback and further design 
research 

Business modeling 

• Support for scaling planning 

Evaluation 

• Of existing solutions to inform changes/replication 
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Evaluation criteria

Impact of solution and approach

 • Identify the biggest barriers in the market the solution will 
address and show alignment with at least two WIDEF pillars.

Quality of evidence
• Provide evidence or pilot results showing the solution's 

effectiveness. 

Need for technical assistance

• WIDEF’s support to help de-risk investment and justify 
how the TA can unlock the opportunity for inclusion

Organisational capacity to deliver

 • Demonstrate your track record in digital inclusion and 
commitment to gender balance. 

Sustainability and scale

 • Highlight the potential to achieve scale and show how the 
solution aligns with the company strategy. 



17th July – 12th Sep 
2024 

Application

September - December 
2024 

Selection

December 2024 

Contracting

January 2025

onwards 

Announcement & 
implementation 

Selection process and key dates 



More information? 



Request for application 

Locating application document on WiDEF webpage
Request for applications document



How to register to apply

Registration page



How to start your application

Landing page



Fluxx application form 



Project Details 



More questions?

Questions and answers

• Send your questions 
to learnmore@widef.global
by 5th August 2024

• Answers will be published by 14th August

Scan to visit:
widef.global/funding

mailto:learnmore@widef.global


Thank you
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