


Women in the Digital Economy Fund
Round 1 Question and Answer sessions

Welcome



WHO FOR:
Non-profits

Social Enterprises
Small and Medium Enterprises

TYPE OF SUPPORT:
Grants and technical assistance

Grant Window

WHO FOR:
Large-scale businesses

TYPE OF SUPPORT:
Technical Assistance

Technical Assistance Window

Assistance Windows



Global – Now!

India – Late -2024

Grant Window

July 2024

Technical Assistance Window

Assistance Windows



1st WiDEF Request for Applications

Type of Support Eligibility

• Local Entities at Prime
• Strongly encouraging women-led 

organizations and enterprises to apply

• Grant Window
• $500K - $1.5M USD
• 18-24 month awards

Geographic Scope Thematic Focus

• Broad by design
• Address 2 or more of WiDEF's 

5 core areas

• Global  (minus India)
• Priority for Sub-

Saharan Africa / South Asia



1st WiDEF Request 
for Applications

Round 1 Key Dates:

Informational webinars
• March 26, 10 am Bangladesh Standard Time
• March 26,  10 am Central African Time
• March 27, 10 am Pacific Standard Time

Send questions to learnmore@widef.global
by March 31, 11:59 pm Eastern Standard Time

Responses and recordings will be published 
April 6 by 11:59 pm EST at 
https://widef.global/funding

Submission due date
May 6, 2024, 11:59 pm EST



Focus on scaling effective 
programs across 5 key areas

Improved access to affordable devices and online 
experiences

 
Increased availability of relevant products and tools

Elevating digital literacy and skills

Enhancing safety and security

Additionally, all applications need to commit to 
generating data and insights. 

A solution that advances digital inclusion broadly 
and aims to integrate and scale a proven solution 
to effectively address gender constraints and 
close the gender digital divide.

Specific integration of at least two of the core 
priority areas above, in addition to generating data 
and insights.

Clearly articulate which components of their 
existing or proposed programs are scalable 
across different contexts, and which are specific 
to the location/context of their pilot/current 
program.

Entities must have, or be able to adopt, gender-
based violence mitigation policies for all digital 
inclusion activities.



Local Entity: An individual or organization that:

1. Is legally organized under the laws of a country that is 
receiving assistance from USAID;

2. Has its principal place of business or operations in a 
country receiving assistance from USAID;

3. Is majority-owned by individuals who are citizens or lawful 
permanent residents of a country receiving assistance 
from USAID; and

4. Is managed by a governing body, the majority of whom are 
citizens or lawful permanent residents of a country 
receiving assistance from USAID.

5. May be not-for-profit or for profit entity.

Blog: What does it mean for USAID programs to be locally 
led? We asked!

USAID Def in i t ion l ink  

What is a Local Entity?

https://usaidlearninglab.org/community/blog/what-does-it-mean-usaid-programs-be-locally-led-we-asked#:%7E:text=In%20addition%20to%20striving%20to%20provide%20at%20least,projects%2C%20drive%20implementation%2C%20or%20define%20and%20measure%20results.
https://usaidlearninglab.org/community/blog/what-does-it-mean-usaid-programs-be-locally-led-we-asked#:%7E:text=In%20addition%20to%20striving%20to%20provide%20at%20least,projects%2C%20drive%20implementation%2C%20or%20define%20and%20measure%20results.
https://www.usaid.gov/npi/npi-key-definitions


How to get a Unique Entity 
Identifier (UEI)
• Start UEI application here

• Multiple YouTube videos

• It is free to register

• Replaces DUNS/SAM

https://sam.directory/UEI?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwnv-vBhBdEiwABCYQAxDz6eistMTl2UzVWkyr2y5_nONNOeNFpRVc7clp6FRu6kkw27lr5hoCZXoQAvD_BwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=3e5JJpZ_sjTZzLrx&v=4RSHjczdxq8&feature=youtu.be


FAQ:
Which coutries are not eligible:
Afghanistan, Burma, China, Cuba, Haiti, Jordan, Syria & Venezuela. 

India is not eligible for Round 1 as WiDEF will launch India-specific funding 
opportunities in 2024/2025.

Can WiDEF connect us to partners in countries?
Organizations are encouraged to independently find partners. WiDEF will not 
facilitate this.

What is the Indirect Cost allowance?
The de minimis is 10% if your organization does not have a negotiated rate (link).

What do we list in Standard Provisions for  Non-U.S. Organizations?
APS-OAA-21-00001
WIDEF R1

What is the definition of an SME?
A small or medium-sized organization with up to 249 employees..

Can Local entities engage in sub-awarding non-local entities?
Yes, up to 49% of the total budget can be sub-awarded to non-local entities.

WIDEF R1

APS-OAA-21-00001
WIDEF R1

https://www.usaid.gov/india/partner-resources/infographic-de-minimis-rate-indirect-costs


• WiDEF will conduct a due diligence assessment of all 
shortlisted applicants with particular focus on governance 
and internal controls, safeguarding, ability to deliver, 
financial management and management of downstream 
partners.

• Shortlisted applicants will be informed by or before August 
2024. Final determinations of funding recipients is 
expected by October 2024.

• Awardees consent to having project data and insights 
shared among WiDEF learning outcomes and advocacy 
activities

If selected…

Apply today at widef.global/funding!



Additional Questions
LEARNMORE@WIDEF.GLOBAL
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